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WELCOME 

Dina Blaes called the meeting to order and welcomed the Board members and State History staff in 

attendance.  

DISCUSSION ITEMS 

JANUARY – MARCH STATE HISTORY PROGRAM ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
Brad Westwood presented administration’s quarterly accomplishments. He then introduced the 

Division’s Program Coordinators to present their program’s quarterly accomplishments. Roger Roper, 

Wendy Rex-Atzet, Chris Merritt, and Arie Leeflang, briefed the Board on the work their programs 

were able to achieve during the last quarter.   

In the interest of the large number of public guests in attendance, the agenda was adjusted to do the 

National Register of Historic Places Nominations review and return to the program accomplishments 

after.  

 

Dina Blaes invited the members of the public in attendance representing the Granite School Campus, 

the Burton House, the Gardner House and the Johnson Ranch House to introduce themselves.    

ACTION ITEMS 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES NOMINATIONS 
Cory Jensen presented the following National Register of Historic Places nominations:   

Granite Schools Campus 

Deanne Matheny stated that the Historic Preservation and Archaeology Committee has reviewed this 

nomination and recommends approval.  This nomination did receive a letter of objection from the 

Granite School District.  Only private property owners can submit objections, but the letter will be 

included with the nomination if approved to submit to the Keeper of the National Register.   

Dina Blaes asked Cory to give an overview of what listing on the National Register of Historic Places 

means and what it doesn't provide. Local ordinances may be more restrictive, but Cory doesn't believe 

South Salt Lake has any.   

Matthew Anderson read a statement from Granite School District opposing the listing.   



Significance summary:  

The Granite Schools Campus, located in South Salt Lake City, is locally significant under Criteria A 

and C. The period of significance for the complex begins in 1906 with the first use of the Scott School 

building to house the recently formed Granite High School and ends in 1967, the end of the historic 

period and when the school was still in use. Under Criterion A, the school complex has local 

significance in the areas of Education and Politics/Government. The extant historical structures of the 

property reflect the growth and evolution of education in Utah and the Salt Lake Valley from the early 

1900s to the post-World War II era. The evolution of the educational system included curriculum 

changes that emphasized new and expanded class offerings at different periods in time. The property is 

also locally significant under the area of Politics/Government for the involvement of New Deal 

programs in constructing one of the more prominent buildings in the complex—the A Building. This 

building stands as an example of how the infusion of federal funds through make-work programs 

forever altered the architectural landscape of the Salt Lake Valley. The Granite Schools Campus is also 

significant under Criterion C as an excellent example of the evolving architectural trends for 

educational institutions in Utah during the early-to-mid-1900s. The extant buildings retain a high 

degree of historical integrity and represent myriad period-specific styles, including late-19th century 

Classical style, early-20th century Neo-classical Revival, Art Deco, and PWA Modern styles, and post-

World War II Modern style. The buildings also represent some of the more notable public works of 

local architects such as Miles E. Miller and the firm of Cannon & Fetzer. The collection of school 

buildings represent a significant historical resource in South Salt Lake, Utah. 

Steve Barth made a motion to send a letter of support for the Granite Schools Campus to the National 

Register of Historic Places.  Deanne Matheny seconded the motion and it passed with unanimous 

support.   

The Harold W. and Evelyn Burton House 
Deanne Matheny reported that the Historic Preservation and Archaeology Committee recommended 

adding to a bibliography to this nomination to strengthen Criteria B,  and working with the State 

Historic Preservation Office staff to add documentation on the grounds also.   

Significance summary: 

The Harold W. and Evelyn Burton House, constructed in 1923 in Holladay, Utah, is locally significant 

under Criterion B in the area of Architecture. The period of significance reflects the time that the 

Burtons occupied the house, 1923 through 1930. The house was designed by and was the primary 

residence for Harold W. Burton, his wife Evelyn, and their four children. Harold Burton was a 

prominent architect in Utah at the time. His wife, Evelyn, was active in developing Gilmer Park 

Subdivision, now listed as a part of the Gilmer Park Historic District. She was also one of the principal 

owners of that project. Burton’s firm, Pope and Burton, designed several significant and iconic 

buildings in Utah and the region during the time he lived in the house. Because of health reasons he 

moved to California in 1930 where he continued to design many temples and meetinghouses for the 

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (LDS Church) in the U.S. and Canada during his prolific 

career. He ultimately moved back to Utah and became the Chief Supervising Architect for the LDS 

Church, so his influence is felt worldwide in the buildings he designed and projects he supervised. 

Although much of his work of importance continued after he moved from here, this house is the best 

preserved of his residences in Utah, the others having been impacted by a loss of historical integrity. 



For this reason, the Harold Burton House is significant and eligible for inclusion in the National 

Register of Historic Places. 

Steve Olsen made a motion to send a letter of support with the additional documentation requested 

attached for the Harold W. and Evelyn Burton House to the National Register of Historic Places.  

Steve Barth seconded the motion and it passed with unanimous support.   

Robert Gardner Jr. House 

Deanne Matheny reported that the Historic Preservation and Archaeology Committee has some 

concerns with this nomination and question with the modifications whether the original owner would 

recognize the home.  They should consider two periods of significance and expand research on the 

1930's period.   The Committee recommend approval but encouraged the State Historic Preservation 

Office (SHPO) staff to determine additional research and documentation before submitting it to the 

Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places.  The nomination does not need to come back to the 

Board for any additional approval.  The committee trusts the SHPO staff to determine what additional 

information should be included to strengthen this nomination.    

Significance summary: 

The Robert Gardner, Jr House, constructed in 1848 in Millcreek, Salt Lake County, Utah has statewide 

significance under Criterion A, B and C in the context of settlement, social history (Mormon 

polygamy) and milling in the Salt Lake Valley as well as for early construction methods in the region. 

The residence has statewide significance under Criterion A for its association with settlement, industry 

and social history of the Salt Lake Valley. Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saint pioneer settlers 

arrived in Utah in the fall of 1847 and camped in a temporary fort in Salt Lake City for the winter. 

Robert and his brother Archibald Gardner were among the first settlers allowed to move out in the 

early spring of 1848, expressly directed to develop the first sawmill in the Salt Lake Valley to allow 

for building construction in Salt Lake City. The Gardner families chose Mill Creek to build their first 

working mill and farm, and immediately constructed adobe houses. The initial saw-mill lasted only a 

few years, when the saw assembly was moved closer to available timber resources up Millcreek 

Canyon and into Big Cottonwood Canyon. In 1849, the Gardner brothers constructed a more 

substantial grist mill on the site, which was the second built in Utah. Robert was also instrumental in 

developing major canals through the Salt Lake Valley to facilitate milling and agriculture in the arid 

Utah climate which receives less than 20 inches of precipitation annually. Although the Robert 

Gardner, Jr. house was directly associated with milling and agriculture for 72 years until 1920, Robert 

Gardner, Jr. sold the property to LDS Church President Brigham Young in 1862 and moved to 

Southern Utah at Brigham Young’s direction, ending his association with this house. The house is 

significant under Criterion B in the areas of settlement and industry for its association with Robert 

Gardner, Jr. a Mormon pioneer, influential millwright, water developer, statesman and polygamist both 

in the Salt Lake Valley and later Southern Utah. Robert Gardner, Jr. lived in the house with his first 

three wives Jane, Cynthia and Mary Ann. Although all four of his wives’ residences in Pine Valley, 

Utah are still standing, this is the only extant house in which Robert Gardner, Jr. permanently resided. 

The Robert Gardner, Jr. house is also significant under Criterion C for its design and construction by 

Robert Gardner, Jr. It is the earliest known remaining example of an adobe brick construction and hall-

parlor house type in Utah. With its three-bay façade under a gable roof, cobblestone foundation, 

multiple-wythe adobe brick walls and timber beam construction, the Robert Gardner Jr. house exhibits 

the quintessential qualities of the hall-parlor-type house, which was the most common residential type 

in Utah during the second half of the nineteenth century.  The Robert Gardner Jr. house was modified 

in the 1930s to repair neglected adobe, enlarge window openings and add stone features to the main 



and east facades.  It was further modified in the 1950s and 1960s to add a sunroom and enclosed rear 

porch.  Despite those alterations, which are primarily visual and superficial, the house retains almost 

all of its original significant structural timber and adobe elements, hall-parlor form and overall 

architectural design.  Although the integrity of design and materials has been compromised to some 

degree, the property still retains integrity of location, setting, workmanship, feeling and association.  

The Robert Gardner, Jr. House is a contributing historic resource in the community of Millcreek, Utah.   

Steve Olsen made a motion to send a letter of support for The Robert Gardner, Jr. House to the 

National Register of Historic Places.  David Rich Lewis seconded the motion and it passed with 

unanimous support.   

Johnson Ranch House (Lower Gray Canyon Stone House) 

Cory Jensen informed the Board that this is a federal nomination, so no vote by the Board is needed.  It 

is being presented for the Board’s information only.   

Deanne Matheny reported that the Historic Preservation and Archaeology Committee thought the 

association with the Johnson name was a little tenuous and recommended the name Lower Gray 

Canyon Stone House. 

Significance summary: 

The Johnson Ranch House, a single-cell random-rubble sandstone and log house located in a remote 

area of Grand County, Utah, has local significance under Criterion A and C in the context of 

exploration and economic development in Southeastern Utah during the first decades of the twentieth 

century. The Johnson Ranch House is a remarkably enduring monument to a period of intense 

development that changed the people and the land of Southeastern Utah.  

Constructed of local sandstone and logs circa 1906 and abandoned before 1916, this house is 

significant under Criterion A in the area of Social History for its association with the dramatic 

transformation of the American West between 1870 and 1915, and mostly particularly after the 

passage of the 1902 National Reclamation Act. The National Reclamation Act allowed the Secretary of 

the Interior to designate power and irrigation projects and to establish a reclamation fund from the sale 

of public lands to finance projects in the arid Western United States. The legislation ushered in a 

period of intense land speculation based on the idea that reclamation projects would be quickly 

developed and new areas would shortly open to agriculture. The Johnson Ranch House was built 

during the height of the post-1902 Green River speculative boom and was directly related to both 

agriculture and a large-scale dam project. Although there is no specific historical documentation of its 

construction, the Johnson Ranch House was probably built in 1905-06 by members of the Charles 

Peter Johnson family with the intent to receive a Desert Lands Patent with Green River water and to 

also serve as a mercantile post for workers on the Coal Creek Buell Dam project several miles up-river. 

The built traces of that defining but ephemeral boom period have almost all disappeared, making the 

Johnson Ranch House an even more exceptional and significant local architectural resource. 

The Johnson Ranch House is also significant under Criterion C for its unique vernacular random-

rubble sandstone and log roof construction. The house is the best preserved and only known remaining 

late nineteenth- and early-twentieth century vernacular random-rubble sandstone and cottonwood log 

single-cell structure with historical integrity in Southeastern Utah. The Johnson Ranch House is also 

one of only a handful of rock dwellings constructed in the Tavaputs Plateau and along the Green River, 

all of which were built during the Euroamerican settlement and development of the Green River 



between 1871 and 1915. The Johnson Ranch House retains almost all of its original form, roof and 

structural system and is a unique and significant local architectural resource. 

Division of State History’s program accomplishments  
After completing the National Register of Historic Places Nominations, the Board returned to the 

Division of State History’s program accomplishments.  Doug Misner, Jed Rogers and Kevin Fayles 

presented the accomplishments their programs achieved during the last quarter.   

APPROVAL OF THE JANUARY 19, 2017 BOARD OF STATE HISTORY MEETING 

MINUTES  

Steve Olsen made a motion to approve the January 19, 2017 Board of State History meeting minutes. 

Deanne Matheny seconded the motion and it passed with a unanimous vote.  

PROPOSED AWARDS POLICY UPDATE 

Jed Rogers presented the changes to the awards policy that the Utah State Historical Society 

Committee has suggested.  The policy has also been vetted with staff, coordinators, and 

administration.  Steve recommended taking out the language “Committees reserve the right not to 

grant an award if the nominations are not deserving.”   

Steve Barth made a motion to approve the updated Awards Policy, with the removal of the language 

recommended.  Patty Timbimboo-Madsen seconded the motion and it passed with a unanimous vote.   

DISCUSSION ITEMS 

Due to time constraints, it was decided to table the discussion item “National Register Approval to 

Move for the Zion National Park Monuments” since it is a federal nomination and does not require the 

Board’s vote.  If a problem does arise with this nomination, Cory will bring it back to the Board at 

their July 20, 2017 meeting.   

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Committee reports have already been made by Deanne Matheny for the Historic Preservation and 

Archaeology with their Nation Register of Historic Places Nomination reviews.  Committee reports 

have already been made by David Rich Lewis for the Utah State Historical Society Committee with 

their recommendations for the Awards policy update.  Committee reports from the Library, Collections 

& Digitization Committee and the Major Planning, Gifts & Awards Committee were tabled.     

Due to time constraints, it was decided to table the proposed Museum for History, Heritage and Arts 

update.  The Museum Steering Committee will be meeting in May.   

LEGISLATIVE BRIEFING 
Roger Roper briefed the Board on the bills that were tracked by the Department of Heritage and Arts 

during this legislative session.     

UPDATE ON NEGRO BILL CANYON 

Arie Leeflang briefed the Board on the recent request received by the Utah Geographic Names 

Committee to change the name of the Canyon.  A name change proposal was also received back in the 

1990's.  The Committee voted at that time to not support the name change.  The proposed name change  

will be voted on at their August meeting.   



STATE HISTORY ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
Brad Westwood announced that our 65

th
 annual history conference will be held on October 10

th
 and 

11
th

.  On Tuesday we will host workshops at the Rio Grande Depot and a private reception that 

evening at the Alta Club.  On Wednesday, a plenary, keynote and lunch program, and history sessions 

will be held at the Utah Cultural Celebration Center.  This year’s theme is “Local Matters.”    

Due to time constraints, the Board decided to table the metrics, KPI, and monthly report discussion 

item.  Please let Kevin know if you have any suggestions on the new monthly report format.   

Due to time constraints, the Board decided to table the Open and Public Meeting Act training to the 

July 20
th

 Board meeting.    

Brad Westwood invited the Board to an event Michael Homer is hosting at the Alta Club.  Guest 

speaker, Cliff Murphy of the National Endowment for the Arts, will present “Common Practices, 

Extraordinary Experiences”, to be held on May 3
rd

 at 8:30 a.m.    

Brad Westwood invited the Board to join him and Steve Boulay for a tour of the “Utah Drawn:  An 

Exhibition of Rare Maps,” located on the 4
th

 floor of the State Capitol.   

Adjourned at 2:58pm.  

 


